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Prc facc
Th is  s tudy  a ims  a t  mak inq  more  access ib le  the  Cop t i c
Apoca l ypse  o f  Pe te r  (Apoc .Pe t . ) ,  t he  t h i r d  t ex t  o f  Codex  Seven  o f
the  Nag i  Hammad i  l i b ra ry .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  cou rse  I  w i l l  bu i i d  on
ea r l  i e r  r esea rch  o f  t h i s  comp i  i ca ted  t ex t  s i nce  t he  f i r s t
pub i i ca t i on  i n  t 973  o f  t he  Cop t i c  t ex t  and  a  Ge rman  t r ans ia t i on
by  M .  K rause  and  M .  G i rg i s .
Over  the  i as t  two  decades  seve ra l  t r ans la t i ons  o f  t he  tex t
have  been  b rough t  ou t :  M .  K rause ,  M .  G i rg i s  'D ie  Pe t rusapoka -
i ypse '  i n :  F .  A I t he im ,  R .  S t i eh i  ( eds )  Ch r i s t en tum am Ro ten  Mee r
I I ,  Be r l i n /New Yo rk  (L973 ) ,  L52 -L79 ;  A .  Werne r  'D ie  Apoka l ypse
des  Pe t rus ,  d ie  d r i t t e  Sch r i f t  von  Nag  Hammad i  Codex  V I I ,
e inge le i t e t  und  L ibe rse tz t  vom Ber l i ne r  A rbe i t sk re i s  f i i r  Kop t i sch -
Gnos t i sche  Sch r i f t en ' ,  Theo log r i sche  L i t e ra tu rze i tung i  99  (L974) ,
575 -584 ; S .K .  B rown ,  C .W.  Gr i g rgs  ' The  Apoca l ypse  o f  Pe te r ,
in t roduct ion and t rans lat ion ' ,  Br igham Youngr  Univers i ty  Studies
15  ( t974 /75 )  ,  1 -31 -L45 ;  J .  A .  B rash le r  The  Cop t i c  Apoca lypse  o f
Peter ,  d  genre analys is  and in terpretat ion.  Claremont  L977(Unpub i  
.  D i ss .  )  ;  J .  A .  B rash ie r ,  R .  A .  Bu I  l a rd  'Apoca i ypse  o f
Pe te r '  i n :  J .M .  Rob inson  (ed .  )  ,  The  Nag  Hammad i  L ib ra ry  i n
Eng l i sh .  Le iden  1988 ;  A .  Werne r  'Kop t i sch -Gnos t i sche  Apoka lypse
des  Pe t rus '  i n :  W.  Schneeme lche r  (ed . )  Neu tes tamen t l i che  Apok ry -
phen .  T i i b ingen  5ched .  1989 ,  633 -644 .  Desp i te  the  fac t  t ha t  we
now have  a t  ou r  d i sposa l  seven  d i f f e ren t  t rans la t i ons  (and
seve ra l  t r ans la t i ons  o f  pa r t s  o f  t he  t ex t ) ,  cons ide rab le  i n t e r -
p re ta t i ona l  p rob lems  have  rema ined .
These  p rob lems  ca l  I  f o r  an  anno ta ted  t rans la t i on  wh ich
inco rpo ra tes  the  i ns igh ts  a r t i cu la ted  by  the  above -men t ioned
au tho rs .
The  on l y  ea r l i e r  s t udy  exc lus i ve i y  ded i ca ted  t o  Apoc .Pe t .
was  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  J .A .  B rash le r  ( L977 ) ,  c i t ed  above .  I t  con ta i ns
the  Cop t i c  t ex t ,  a  t r ans la t i on  and  chap te r s  ded i ca ted  t o  ques -
t i ons  o f  gen re ,  Ch r i s t o l ogy  and  t he  i den t i t y  o f  t he  adve rsa r i es
o f  Apoc .Pe t .  The  p resen t  s tudy  owes  a  g rea t  dea l  t o  t h i s  p ro jec t
bu t  a l so  d i f f e rs  f rom i t  t o  an  impor tan t  ex ten t  as  w i l l  become
c lea r  espec ia l  l y  i n  t he  chap te r s  on  gen re  and  Ch r i s t o l og ry .
Ano the r  s  j . gn i f  i can t  s tudy ,  i s  K .  Koschorke ' s  D ie  Po lem ik  de r
Gnostiker gegen das kirchl iche Christentum. Le iden  t 978 .  Ko -
scho rke  has  t r i ed  to  so l ve  the  p rob lem o f  t he  i den t i t y  o f  t he
ad ' , ze rsa r ies  o f  t he  Pe t r i ne  Gnos t i cs .  Th i s  p rob iem has  he re  been
recons ide red ,  r esu l t i ng  i n  an  a l t e rna t i ve  p roposa l  r ega rd ing  t he
re la t i onsh ip  be tween  t he  g roup  beh ind  Apoc .Pe t .  and  i t s  oppo -
nen ts .
Wh i le  a  comp le te  commenta ry  on  the  tex t  has  no t  appeared
be fo re ,  t he  commenta ry  p resen ted  he re  i s  i ndeb ted  to  va r ious
ea r l  i e r  i nves t i ga t i ons  conce rned  w i t h  d i f f e ren t  de ta i  I s  f r om
Apoc .Pe t . ,  name iy  H . -M .  Schenke  'Zu r  Faks im i i e -Ausqabe  de r  Nag -
Hammad i -Sch r i f t en ,  D ie  Sch r i f t en  des  Codex  V I I '  Ze i t sch r i f t  f i i r
e iWpt ische Sprache LOZ (  1975)  ,  277-285;  K.  - t t i .  Troger  Die Passion
Jesu Christ i  in der Gnosis nach den Schrif ten von Nag Hanmadi.
Humbo ld t  Un ive rs i t a t  L977  (Unpub i  .  D i ss  .  )  ;  J .  A .  Cozby  Gnos is  and
the Cross: The Passion of Christ in Gnostic Soterioloqy a.s
Ref lected in  the Nag Hammadi  Tractates.  Duke Univers i ty  1985(Unpub l  
.  D i ss .  )  ;  Ph .  Pe rk ins  The  Gnos t i c  D ia logue .  New York
1.985 ; G . Sbe I lrude Nag Hammadi Apocalypses: A Study of the
Re la t i on  o f  Se lec ted  Tex ts  to  the  T rad i t i ona l  Apoca lypses .  S t .
Andrews Univers i ty  1986 (Unpubi  .  Diss.  )  ;  U.  Schcinborn Diverb ium
SaIut is ,  Studien zur  In terdependenz von I i terar ischer  Struktur
und theologrischer Intention des gnostischen DiaIogs, ausgeft ihrt
an der koptischen "Apakalypse des Petrus" aus Nag Hammadi (NHC
VI I ,3 ) .  Marbu rg /Lahn  L987  (Unpub I  .  Hab i  I  i t a t i onssch r i f t )  .
The structure of the preeent study
D i f f e ren t  app roaches  w l i l  be  used  t o  ana l yse  t he  t ex t :  d
ph i i o log i ca i  app roach  domina tes  i n  chap te rs  one ,  two  and  th ree
and  the  reg i s te rs ;  a  l i t e ra ry  app roach  i n  chap te rs  fou r  and  f i ve .
and  a  comb ina t i on  o f  ph l i o l og i ca l  and  I i t e ra r y  i ns i gh t s  i s  f ound
in  chap te r  s i x .  Chap te r  seven  has  been  ana lyzed  w i th  the  he lp  o f
soc io l og i ca l  no t i ons .  The  d i f f e ren t  app roaches  a re  no t  d i v i ded
from each other  as s t r ic t ly  as is  suggested here.  The commentary
in  pa r t i cu ia r  comb ines  aspec ts  o f  t he  d i f f e ren t  me thods  i n  o rde r
to  p resen t  a  comprehens ive  i n te rp re ta t i on .  And  i n  chap te r  s i x  and
seven ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  t he  Ch r i s t o l ogy  o f  Apoc .  Pe t .  and  t he
iden t i t y  o f  t he  adve rsa r ies  a re  d i scussed  w i th  the  he lp  o f
ph i l o l og i ca l  obse rva t i ons  as  we I I .  Bu t  i n  gene ra l  t h i s  d i v i s i on
w i l i  be  sus ta i ned .
The  f i r s t  t h ree  chap te rs  a re  ded ica ted  to  ph i l o log i ca l
ques t i ons :  d  desc r ip t i on  o f  t he  manusc r ip t ,  an  i nven to ry  o f
l i ngu i s t i c  pecu l i a r i t i e s ,  dD  ed i t i on  o f  t he  Cop t i c  t ex t ,  a
t rans la t i on ,  g r rammat i ca l  anno ta t i ons ,  and  a  commenta ry  make  up
th i s  pa r t  o f  t he  p ro jec t .  I t  i s  comp le ted  by  a  reg i s te r  wh ich  i s
i nc luded  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  book .
The Copt ic  text ,  based on my study of  the manuscr ip t  in  the
Cop t i c  Museum,  co rec ts  on  seve ra l  m ino r  po in t s  the  f  i r s t  ed i t i on
by  K rause .  The  t r ans la t i on  i s  as  l i t e ra l  as  poss ib i e ,  w i t hou t
mak ing  concess ions  to  syn tac t i c  and  g rammat i ca l  cons i s tency .  The
commenta ry  d raws  a t ten t i on  to  the  d i f f i cu l t i es  o f  ou r  t ex t  and
p roposes  an  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  t hese  d i f f i cu i t i es .  I  w i l i  avo id ,
the re fo re ,  p i i i ng  up  i n fo rma t ion  and  re fe rences  tha t  do  no t
d i r ec t l y  se rve  t he  ma in  goa l :  exp iana t i on  o f  t he  Apoca l ypse  o f
Pe te r .
Chap te r  f ou r  i s  conce rned  w i th  the  ques t i on  o f  gen re .  Th i s
chap te r  makes  more  exp l i c i t  wha t  has  s i l en t i y  been  assumed  in  the
commenta ry  v i z .  t ha t  Apoc .Pe t .  i s  d  spec imen  o f  t he  gen re
apoca l ypse .  Gen re  s tudy  i s  an  impo r tan t  l i ne  o f  i nves t i ga t i on  i n
cu r ren t  l i t e ra ry  resea rch .  The  ques t i on  as  to  wha t  a  g ien re  i s
and ,  mo re  spec i f i ca l i y ,  t he  d i scuss ion  on  t he  apoca l yp t i c  gen re ,
have  been  o f  pa r t i cu la r  impor tance  the  l as t  two  decades .  The
genre  o f  Apoc  .  Pe t  .  w i  i  I  be  ana  l yzed  w i  t h  t he  he  i  p  o f  recen t
i ns i gh t s  i n  t he  f  i e l d  o f  i i t e ra r y  t heo ry .  The  t ex t  i s  desc r i bed
as  an  apoca lypse  i n  wh ich  bo th  genera l  apoca iyp t i c  and  more
spec i f i c  Gnos t i c  f ea tu res  have  been  comb ined .
One  o f .  t he  fea tu res  wh ich  he lped  us  es tab l i sh  the  tex t  as  an
f ,poca lypse  fo rms  the  sub jec t  ma t te r  o f  chap te r  f i ve .  The  abun-






































apoca l yp t i c  t ex t s .  I n  t he  case  o f  Apoc .Pe t .  we  dea l  w i t h  t he
re ia t  j . onsh ip  be tween  th i s  t ex t  and  the  New Tes tamen t .  Th i s
re la t i onsh ip  i s  ve ry  comp l i ca ted  and  requ i res  a  tho rough  desc r ' i p -
t ion.  The text  conta ins over  twenty references to  New Testament
tex ts ,  a  cons ide rab ie  amoun t  f o r  t h i s  re la t i ve l y  sho r t  documen t(L4  codex  pag ies ) .  Many  o f  t hese  re fe rences  seem to  be  taken  f rom
the  Gospe l  o f  Ma t thew bu t  o the r  t ex t s  f rom Sc r ip tu re  have  a l so
been  i den t i f i ed .
The  nex t  chap te r  i s  conce rned  w i th  the  Chr i s to logy  o f
Apoc .Pe t .  I t  i s  essen t i a l  f o r  ou r  unde rs tand ing  o f  t he  t ex t  t o
analyze how the Saviour ,  who is  both the subject  and the object
o f  t he  reve la t i on ,  has  been  rep resen ted .  I t  appears  tha t  t he
in te rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  c ruc i f i x i on  i s  r evea led  t o  Pe te r  by  t he
nar ra t i ng  Sav iou r  o r  ange lus  i n te rp res .  The  c ruc i f i ed  Sav iou r ,
who  can  be  cha rac te r i zed  as  doce t i c ,  i s  desc r ibed  as  cons i s t i ng
o f  t h ree  non -mate r ia i  ' na tu res '  ,  t empora r i  l y  connec ted  w i th  a
mate r ia l  body .  Th i s  rep resen ta t i on  o f  t he  Sav iou r  i s  f ound  i n
more  Ch r i s t i an  Gnos t i c  t ex t s .  An  impo r tan t  pa ra l l e i  w i t h  ano the r
text  f rom Nag Hammadi  can be found in  the Second Treat ise of  the
Grea t  Se th  i n  t he  same codex .
I n  chap te r  seven ,  f i na i l y ,  i t  i s  t r i ed  t o  r e t r i eve  i n  wh i ch
so r t  o f  r e l i g i ous  commun i t y  Apoc .Pe t .  may  have  o r i g i na ted .  I t  i s
argrued that  the text  funct ioned as the programne of  a  newly
fo rmed  Chr i s t i an  Gnos t i c  g roup .  The  au tho r  o f  t he  tex t  cou ld  have
been  a  spokesman  o f  t h i s  g roup  who  po lem ica l  l y  f o rmu ia ted  the
re i  ig ious id .eas of  h ls  devotees .  The adversar i  es who are so
vehement  ly  opposed in  Apoc.  Pet  .  are thought  to  have formed
prev i .ous l y  a  un i t y  w i th  the  Pe t r i ne  Gnos t i cs .  I t  i s  hypo thes i zed
that  wi th in  th is  proto-or thodox communi ty ,  our  qroup gradual ly
became  a  subg r roup .  Re i i g i ous  d i f  f  e rences ,  f  i na l  I y ,  I ed  t o  a
vo iun ta ry  o r  i nvo lun ta ry  sch i sm wh ich  separa ted  the  Pe t r i ne
Gnos t i cs  f rom the i r  pa ren ta l  g roup .  Th i s  i n te rp re ta t i on  pa r t l y
resu l t s  f rom the  chap te rs  f i ve  and  s i x  i n  wh ich  respec t i ve l y  t he
re ia t i on  w i t h  t he  New Tes tamen t  and  t he  Ch r i s t o l og ry  o f  Apoc .Pe t .
has  been  desc r ibed .  F rom bo th  chap te rs  i t  appears  tha t  ou r  t ex t
has  been  i n f i uenced  t o  a  l a rge  ex ten t  by  t he  Ch r i s t i an  t r ad i t i on .
I n  pa r t i cu l a r  t he  canon i ca l  s t o r y  o f  t he  Pass ion  has  appea red  t o
be  f undamen ta l  t o  t he  compos i t i on  o f  Apoc .Pe t .
